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Reservation begins January 2, 2003.

Office: 206.684.4081
Fax: 206.684.4853

SCHEDULING A CEREMONY IN SEAT TLE  PARKS

Event Scheduling Office
860 Terry Avenue North  #134

Seattle, WA 98109

Seattle parks and gardens make gorgeous settings for
outdoor ceremonies. There are quiet gardens, pictur-
esque viewpoints, attractive open settings and cozy
landscaped sites to choose from. An outdoor setting
for a wedding, a commitment ceremony or vow re-
newal may be scheduled in almost any of our 400
parks.

Please remember that parks belong to everyone;
no roping or otherwise isolating areas from general
public use is allowed. The Park Code (SMC 18.12.257)
prohibits alcohol in Seattle Parks. Details about park
rules will be provided when you place a reservation.

It’s easy to schedule a ceremony in a public park.
The Event Scheduling Office is here to help you ob-
tain a Ceremony Permit. Here’s how to start:
1. Select a site. We encourage you to visit Seattle

parks or gardens.
2. Call (206) 684-4081 to place a hold on a site. The

two special gardens may be reserved on the first
day of each new month, one year in advance. Res-
ervations for all other park sites are accepted be-
ginning the first working day of January.

3. The Event Scheduling Office will mail you an in-
voice for payment and a Permit Application. Both
are due within 14 days of placing a hold on a site
or the reservation will be canceled.

4. The Event Scheduling Office will review the Per-
mit Application and discuss requirements for

your ceremony with you. Seattle Parks does not
provide wedding planning services.

5. At least 30 days before your event the Event
Scheduling Office will call to confirm details and
collect any required information and documents.

6. The Ceremony Permit will be prepared and sent
to you 14 days before the event.

7. Remember, all fees are non-refundable.

2003 Fees and Charges: Outdoor park areas
$350 for a Ceremony Permit at Kubota Garden or

Parsons Garden
$200 for a Ceremony Permit in other parks

� No events are scheduled in the Japanese Garden
or Volunteer Park Conservatory

� Applicable picnic fees may apply as well as $20
per hour for a Park Attendant

� Required for Kubota Garden or Parsons Garden
� May be required for Large Ceremonies in a park

$15 per hour minimum for still photography permit;
or $30 per hour minimum for video permit

� Included in Ceremony Permit if taken at cer-
emony site; fee applies to second park site.

$75 for a Catering Permit or a permit to use a second
park.

$60 late fee if permit is requested within 7 days of
event.
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Seattle Parks accepts Visa, MasterCard, American Ex-
press, checks, and cash

Fees are established by Seattle City Council and are
subject to change without notice.

Anti-Discrimination
Seattle Parks and Recreation does not discriminate
on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, marital status,
sexual orientation, political ideology, age, religion,
ancestry, national origin or the presence of any sen-
sory, mental or physical disability. Discrimination
complaints can be filed with Seattle Parks and Recre-
ation Superintendent’s Office or the Office or Equal

Employment Opportunity, US Department of the In-
terior, Washington, DC, 20240.

ADA Compliance
Within the limitations of each site, Seattle Parks and
Recreation will, upon request, make accommodations
for person with disabilities. Some social rooms, meet-
ing rooms and gyms are barrier-free. Please contact
facility staff directly to find out about the status of
particular site. For further assistance please call (206)
233-7068. For information concerning the American
with Disabilities Act, please call the Department’s ADA
Coordinator at (206) 684-4950.

To Help You With Your Planning

Special Information On Ceremonies
“Garden CeremonyGarden CeremonyGarden CeremonyGarden CeremonyGarden Ceremony” — Any event held at Kubota
Garden or Parsons Garden.
1. An attendant is required
2. A site visit may be arranged with park staff as part

of the Permit Application review.
3. Rehearsal times are always held on Thursday for

duration of 45 minutes or less.
� For Friday ceremonies — Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
� For Saturday ceremonies — Thursday at 6:15 p.m.
� For Sunday ceremonies — Thursday at 7:00 p.m.
4. Only one event will be scheduled for each day at

these garden sites.
5, At Kubota Garden, the Kubota Terrace area of the

park is the only area for set up of chairs or tents
for ceremonies. All other areas of the Garden are
“no set up allowed.” Chemical toilets are avail-
able at the site.

6. At Parsons Garden, one chemical toilet is avail-
able during summer months only.

“Small CeremonySmall CeremonySmall CeremonySmall CeremonySmall Ceremony” – An event with less than 50 people.
It may include a single simple canopy and chairs.

“Large CeremonyLarge CeremonyLarge CeremonyLarge CeremonyLarge Ceremony” – An event with more than 50
people and/or may include more than one canopy or
tent, catering, live music, barbecues, etc. An atten-
dant is usually required.

“City of Seattle Special EventCity of Seattle Special EventCity of Seattle Special EventCity of Seattle Special EventCity of Seattle Special Event” – A ceremony or spe-
cial event which may require direct support from other
agencies or departments such as Seattle Police, or
Seatran. By ordinance, a different permit process is
required.

Food ServiceFood ServiceFood ServiceFood ServiceFood Service: Your Ceremony Permit allows you to
provide your own food or have a simple delivery to
the site. Requests for catering, outdoor cooking, or
barbecues requires additional staff review. All outdoor
ceremony sites must be alcohol free.

EquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipmentEquipment: All delivery, set-up and clean-up must
be completed during the time included in your Cer-
emony Permit. Plans for rental company deliveries,
tent set-up, chemical toilets, dumpsters and special
requests will require additional staff review. A Park
Attendant may be required to monitor the park from
start to finish.

MusicMusicMusicMusicMusic: Your Ceremony Permit allows you to have re-
corded music for your event. Requests for any type of
live music, amplified music or electrical service needs
will require additional staff review.

PhotographsPhotographsPhotographsPhotographsPhotographs: Your Ceremony Permit allows you to
have photographs taken at the park you have reserved
ONLY. Requests for photographs to be taken at a sec-
ond park require additional staff review.

Site Considerations/General Rules:
� Your Ceremony Permit will indicate you accept

the park in the condition found at the time of the
event and will return it to the same condition at
the conclusion of your event. You will need to re-
move your trash, decorations and flower petals;
rice and confetti are not allowed. Decorations, if
allowed, may be tied to trees. Please do not dam-
age trees or plants. Nailing decorations to trees or
cutting any plant is prohibited.

� Parks belong to everyone, and the park is open to
the public at all times. No park may be closed to
public access during a wedding or other ceremony.

� Seattle Parks cannot guarantee that parking will
be available, but parking lots are available at
some sites.

� The Park Code (SMC 18.12.257) prohibits alco-
hol in Seattle parks.

� Depending on the complexity of the event, other
permits may be required from DCLU, Seattle Fire,
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Health Department or City of Seattle Special Event
Committee. The review of your Permit Applica-
tion will allow Parks staff to help direct you
through the process and possible requirements.
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Speciality Sites

� All tents/canopies must be free standing/weighted
only. Driving stakes into the ground is prohibited
in all parks.
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Park Sites: A few of the most popular sites from among our 400 choices!
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Indoor Community Center Rooms
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